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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Community Midwifery Program - Rally at Parliament House 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.40 pm]:  I will speak briefly about a rally held at Parliament 
House on 20 November.  I sought the call to speak on this matter on 21 November but, unfortunately, I was 
unable to do so.  I still think it is worth raising this matter with members who were perhaps unable to attend this 
rally that was organised to save the community midwifery program.  It was a well attended rally that was 
addressed by a number of members from this Chamber who attended the function held afterwards that was 
organised by, among others, Hon Louise Pratt.  I will provide to members some of the information that was 
given to the attendees at the rally because it is useful to remind members of the value of community midwifery.   

I refer to a speech that was given at the parliamentary reception on 20 November by Dr Barb Vernon, who is the 
executive officer of the Australian College of Midwives.  In her speech she said that decision-makers charged 
with the responsibility for providing Western Australian women and their families with quality maternity 
services are facing at least four major problems, the first of which is the rising tide of medical over-servicing in 
pregnancy and childbirth.  In 2000, WA had the second highest rate of caesarean sections in Australia - 
Queensland had the highest rate - at 25 per cent, or one in every four women; and the rate has continued to climb 
since then.  The World Health Organisation says only one in 10 births benefit from caesarean section.  A fear of 
litigation is also driving a greater use of inductions, augmentations and surgical birth techniques without 
evidence of improving outcomes for mothers and babies.  She said in her speech that only 39 per cent of healthy 
low-risk women giving birth in public hospitals will do so without at least one medical intervention.  
International best practice indicates that 80 to 85 per cent of women in First World countries are capable of 
uncomplicated childbirth.   

The second problem is growing workforce shortages.  Doctors and midwives are not being attracted to continue 
working in maternity services.  She said that the rising cost of insurance premiums is threatening the obstetric 
workforce and a significant number of obstetricians are leaving that area of practice.  She also said that there is a 
growing national shortage of midwives.  Currently, there are 1 800 midwives nationwide and 24 in WA.  With 
one-third of midwives being over 45 years of age, we are losing midwives faster than we are training new ones.   

The third problem is rising costs.  At a time when health dollars are as scarce as ever with the latest 
commonwealth agreements, costs on a per birth basis are escalating, and that is taking much needed money away 
from other areas of health care.  The average caesarean section costs around $5 000, and up to $10 000 if one 
includes post-operative care.  At least 6 000 caesarean sections are performed on WA women each year.  If that 
rate were halved, it would deliver savings of up to $15 million per annum.  This estimate does not include the 
potential savings from fewer babies ending up with complications arising from caesarean section birth. 

The fourth problem is that workforce shortages and cost pressures have led to growing problems with women 
being able to access maternity care.  Pressures to close small units and the impact of rising insurance premiums 
on especially general practitioner obstetricians means that many small units are threatened with closure.  She 
said that it is, therefore, harder than ever for women to have certainty about who will care for them.  The gaps in 
the fee structure for private obstetricians preclude many women from using their services, and others simply live 
in areas where no private obstetrician works.  At the moment only 150 women in WA can access the community 
midwifery program.   

Barb Vernon then argued that it is important to recognise that midwifery care can provide a major solution to all 
four problems in the provision of maternity services.  She pointed out that, in terms of outcomes, midwifery care 
has been proved to be at least as safe as standard care.  It has been proved that midwifery care results in women 
needing fewer medical procedures for a safe birth and there is less exposure to the risks of complications.  She 
also said that midwives specialise in normal births and that they collaborate with doctors, as the needs of an 
individual woman or baby dictates.  Midwives are also able to provide emergency care as long as medical care is 
within an hour’s reach.  She said that midwifery care is more cost effective and it costs less to provide the 
service.  The cost is hard to measure, but it is estimated to be at least $1 000 less per birth.  The use of 
inductions, epidurals and the like during labour increases the cost of the service by up to 50 per cent for low-risk 
women.  Midwifery care is less likely to use such interventions; it makes women happier; there is a lower 
incidence of surgical birth, which means less recovery time; hospital stays are reduced, which saves on bed days; 
there is a higher satisfaction rate; new mothers have more confidence; there is a lower rate of postnatal 
depression; and there is much less likelihood of litigation.  Internationally and in Australia the experience shows 
that this type of care is particularly beneficial for indigenous women and their babies.  Instead of considering the 
community midwifery program as a minor or even marginal part of the WA maternity service, the WA 
Government would be doing all child-bearing women and taxpayers a big favour if it examined ways to spread 
caseload midwifery across the State in hospitals and community centres everywhere.  This issue is not about 
home birth.  Although women should have this choice, most women prefer to give birth in a hospital.  It is about 
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providing women with safe, high-quality care wherever they live and whenever they choose to give birth, and it 
is a cost-effective service.  Caseload midwifery can achieve this and has done so in other States and countries 
with great success.   

In conclusion, I urge all members to be aware of the highly regarded and excellent professional service provided 
by the community midwifery program.  I was delighted to speak to a number of parents who came to the rally 
who had nothing but praise for the program and for the service that it provided.  In a climate where the costing 
and budgetary allocation to health services is under scrutiny and review, it is essential that this program is not 
cut, but that it is expanded to provide all women in WA with a choice to engage the services of a midwife if that 
is their wish.  If any member would like more information, I would be happy to provide it.  This is not a party-
political issue.  It is a program that, if supported, could provide a better service to the community and a cost 
saving to the health budget.   

John Eric Try 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [5.48 pm]:  Today I bring to members’ attention the recent passing 
of John Eric Try, the former secretary of the Shop Assistants Union and the Storeman and Packers Union.  I 
acknowledge his contribution to the trade union movement and also to retail workers in Western Australia.  
Today, the Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association of WA is by far WA’s largest trade union with 
over 25 000 members across the State, but this was not always so.  Throughout the first half of the twentieth 
century, shop assistants’ unions proliferated across the State based on small geographic locations.  There were 
separate unions in Fremantle, Perth, Midland, Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, and, I understand, even Walpole had 
its own separate shop assistants’ union.  These divisions had their origins in the isolation of country regions and 
the personalities of individual union leaders.  The consequence of division was a weakened negotiating position 
for retail workers.   
Bringing these various organisations together into one effective unit demanded vision, determination and a long-
term commitment to the welfare of retail workers.  These were the qualities of John Eric Try.  When I 
commenced with the union in 1984, Mr Try, prior to his retirement, was on the cusp of fulfilling his vision.  The 
last two divisions - Perth and Fremantle - were finally amalgamated into one union. 
John Try commenced work in the retail industry in the 1930s.  I understand he worked in the menswear area.  
When I was a young organiser, whenever I went into a menswear shop in the city, all the staff knew who John 
Try was and spoke very fondly of him.  During the war Mr Try was based at the Midland workshops, in the 
munitions area, and after the war he commenced work with the union, initially as an organiser, and very shortly 
after as the secretary.  He commenced work with the Perth Shop Assistants Union in 1949.  In the years that 
followed, John brought together all of Western Australia’s retail unions into one powerful body and won the 
confidence of retail workers across the State.  That confidence was well placed.  The shop assistants’ award 
became the vehicle for a number of test cases that improved conditions for workers throughout Western 
Australia, not only in the retail industry.  John oversaw the introduction of 10 days’ sick leave, the five-day week 
for shop assistants and equal pay for women.  Mr Try built the platform on which the Shop Distributive and 
Allied Employees Association of WA enjoys its current success.  In the 1970s he also founded the Western 
Australian branch of the Storemen and Packers Union.  He was a man of vision and he saw that, if the union was 
to be successful on a grander scale, he would have to join forces with branches of the shop assistants unions in 
other States.  He affiliated the Western Australian branch with the federal shop assistants union in the 1960s.  
The price of affiliation at that time was one penny per member. 
John was a very quiet and determined man, and was a practising Christian.  He relied for his success upon the 
strength of his arguments and his well-known integrity, rather than industrial muscle.  Within the Labor Party Mr 
Try always maintained a principled position on the right, throughout a period of dominance of this State by the 
left.  His support for Kim Beazley Snr in holding the federal seat of Fremantle has been widely noted; less so his 
support for Kim Beazley Jnr, when he was just starting out in the seat of Swan.  John Try’s commitment to the 
Labor Party was acknowledged in 1989 when he was awarded life membership of the party.  A number of 
members have mentioned his passing to me in the past couple of days and have acknowledged the dignified 
manner in which he conducted himself.  He had a long working history with his colleague Ted Archer.  John’s 
thoroughness ensured that appropriate attention to detail was afforded to the question of succession.  When the 
time came for him to retire in 1984, he made approaches to other branches of the union seeking somebody 
appropriate to replace him.  In due course he was sent Mark Bishop from South Australia, who became the 
secretary of the SDA and the Storemen and Packers Union in 1984, upon Mr Try’s retirement.  John Try was 
devoted to his union, his church and his wife Grace.  He will be fondly remembered by thousands of current and 
former members of the SDA.  

Diamond Tree Sky Lift 
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HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.54 pm]:  A magnificent tourist project is to be constructed near 
Manjimup, to be called the Diamond Tree sky lift.  It is the brainchild of four local businessmen who have come 
together and put $1 million of their own money into the project, and have also managed to secure $800 000 of 
federal funding.  The federal Government has seen the potential of the sky lift for the regional tourism industry.  
The proponents of the Diamond Tree sky lift are now asking the State Government to go into partnership with 
them and provide a further $1.25 million.  Private enterprise wants to be in partnership with the Government, and 
the proponents should be commended for wanting to do something for their community.  The timber industry has 
been totally decimated, as we all know, and these people are looking towards the future.  I have heard Hon Kim 
Chance on many occasions speaking about looking towards the future.  Local people are carrying out this 
project, and they are not getting very far in dealing with the Government. 

The Diamond Tree sky lift is not to be confused with the sky jetty that will be situated in the Donnelly River 
region.  The Government has committed funding  for this project, and I am amongst the first to congratulate it 
for doing so.  Realistically, the sky jetty will not be built for a few years, whereas the Diamond Tree sky lift is 
ready to go.  If it were to obtain state government funding, it could probably start tomorrow.  The Diamond Tree 
sky lift can only enhance the sky jetty.  Tourists could start off at the Walpole treetop walk, then go to the 
Diamond Tree sky lift and then on to the Donnelly River sky jetty.  The benefits for the region will be enormous 
with the marketing potential of those three sites.  

I will explain what the sky lift will look like and what will surround it.  Most members will have seen the 
Diamond Tree, and some would have been game enough to climb it.  I climbed a whole six rungs before 
returning to the ground.  It is rather dangerous and it is a long way up.  The Diamond Tree is a fire lookout some 
54 metres high.  The sky lift is not intended to have any harmful effects on the tree.  The proposal is to construct 
a substantial lift structure in the forest adjacent to the Diamond Tree.  It will rise up into and above the karri 
forest canopy and allow people to access an all-weather viewing platform at the same height as the fire lookout.  
This will provide a breathtaking spectacle and an exciting natural experience, allowing the opportunity for 
guides to provide environmental and cultural historical interpretive advice to all tourists, who will be 
approximately 60 metres in the air.  The proponents may also get approval for special nesting and feeding havens 
for the forest bird life, to allow tourists to see the great abundance of bird life in the south west, day and night.  It 
is also proposed to have a complete visitors centre, comprising an interpretive resource centre, cafe, covered 
walkway, toilet and amenities.  

The Diamond Tree forest lookout tower has a rich cultural heritage dating back to 1940, and it is still in use 
today as a bushfire lookout, attended by Department of Conservation and Land Management personnel.  I am 
very excited about this project for the region, having recently been to Kuranda and taken the sky rail into the 
magnificent rainforest.  I do not like heights, but the experience was greater than my fear.  That project was done 
very sensitively, and is a huge drawcard for that area.  The sky lift will do the same for the area around 
Manjimup.  The initiative of these four men should be commended by this Government.  Unfortunately, the State 
Government has not seen fit to grant any money to this project as yet.  The $1.25 million the proponents are 
asking for could be staged over a couple of budgets, or something could be worked out.  I was extremely 
disappointed and fairly disgusted with the response of the minister, Mr C.M. Brown.  I have always believed that 
he is one of the better ministers, but the letter I have in my hand suggests otherwise.  It takes seven lines to say 
no to a proposal that has been two years in the making.  The letter reads - 

I refer to your recent inquiries in relation to the provision of State Government funding for the Diamond 
Tree Skylift project.  I can advise that Cabinet has considered the possible funding of a number of 
projects as a part of the ongoing implementation of the Government’s Protecting Our Old Growth 
Forests policy. 

While the Government may consider the provision of further funding to the timber industry, I regret to 
advise you that the Government is unlikely to provide funding to your project. 

This is not good enough.  The Government has given this community a bit of loose change over the past few 
years.  As I said, the Government is funding the sky jetty, but how good would it be to have both of those 
projects, with the treetop walk as well?  What a magnificent marketing tool that would be.  I saw on the news the 
other night that the Government is granting $1 million to Challenge Stadium for heating of some sort.  I could go 
on and on about the projects funded in the city compared with those in the regions.  Good luck to Challenge 
Stadium, but this community has an initiative that deserves more than a rejection in seven lines.  

I am speaking up tonight because I passionately believe in this project.  I am thankful that this community has 
four businessmen of this calibre.  However, they deserve more from this Government than they are getting at 
present.  The Government’s pride in its old-growth forest policy is without justification.  It continues to say that 
tourism will play a major part in the restructure of the timber industry.  This fantastic project meets all the 
requirements and has raised both federal and private money.  It has met environmental concerns and fits in with 
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the other icons - the Cascades, the Duke of Gloucester tree walk, the giant red tingle forest, the Leeuwin 
Lighthouse, the Valley of the Giants, national parks, waterfalls, rapids and rivers, to mention a few.  

I ask the Government to reconsider funding the Diamond Tree sky lift.  It should not be dismissed.  The federal 
Government did not think it should be dismissed nor does the Manjimup community and shire.  We need this 
tourist attraction as part of our survival for the future.  

Boxwood Hill Sporting Complex 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.00 pm]:  I want to say some more about the power scheme for the 
Boxwood Hill sporting complex.  As a general rule, Western Power will not provide a firm quote unless the 
proposed client signs a contract to say he will proceed with the project.  However, people do not know whether 
they can afford to proceed until they get a firm quote.  It is a no-win situation.  In this case, the original quote 
was $19 000 less a trade in for two, 25 kVa transformers that were almost brand new.  However, the new verbal 
quote is $40 000, with no payment for the transformers.  The price has increased well in excess of 100 per cent 
within a few months.  The period from April to July this year is a very short time.  The organisation has had 
some success in attracting some federal government funding only to be told that the scheme will be much more 
expensive.  It is a small farming community.  The increase in price is outrageous.  

However, I was very pleased to learn that Western Power places no restriction on self-generation as long as the 
generator is not connected to Western Power’s distribution.  That is interesting because that is not the reply the 
president of the Boxwood Hill sports complex received.  The sports complex will be able to install a power plant 
that costs $15 000 or $16 000.  The $40 000 would pay for a three-phase power line to run approximately 300 
metres and the rest of the costs would be on top of that.  It is a retrograde step to force people these days to 
consider using self-generated power when power is accessible over such a short distance.  When costs rise over 
such a short time by 100 per cent, and possibly more in a final quote, we cannot help but be somewhat suspicious 
that Western Power is seeking to do some revenue raising.  I hope not.   

I am very pleased that a district that survives to a great extent through self-reliance earns the facilities that 
service the area in which I live.  I have reported to this House before that the community pays part of the wages 
of a government school teacher to retain that person.  I do not know whether that is done in any other school in 
the State.  The community built its own school years ago because the Government of the day would not build it.  
To be fair, there must be less dependence on rural communities being 99 per cent self-sufficient.  I thank the 
House for its time. 

Motor Vehicle Accidents between Military and Civilian Vehicles 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [6.04 pm]:  Today during question time I asked the minister 
representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services whether the minister is aware of how frequently 
off-road accidents between civilian and military vehicles are reported in the vicinity of the Lancelin defence 
training area.  The answer was as follows - 

The Police Service advises that the officer in charge of Lancelin Police Station, who has been stationed 
there for four years, is unaware of any such crashes having occurred.  However, initial inquiries suggest 
that there may have been three crashes in the past 28 years. 

That is a very disturbing answer considering I have an accident report dated 3 October signed by an officer from 
the Lancelin Police Station, which I will seek to table.  Questions are asked in this place for a variety of reasons.  

Hon Kim Chance:  I am not sure that is the answer the minister gave the member.  

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  The statement reads - 

The Police Service advises that the officer in charge of Lancelin Police Station, who has been stationed 
there for four years, is unaware of any such crashes having occurred. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is only my recollection but that is not the way I heard it.  However, if you have that in 
writing it must be correct.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I have the answer in front of me.  The Leader of the House looked in my direction 
when I asked the question as though somehow it was a strange question.  

Hon Kim Chance:  I may have mixed up the four years with four incidents.  

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  It reads - 

However, initial inquiries - 
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The word “inquires” is on this response; I would not like to mislead the Parliament.    

suggest that there may have been three crashes in the past 28 years.   

Perhaps that is what the Leader of the House recalls.  I seek leave to table a report of a road traffic crash.  The 
top of the form contains the following words - 

“DO NOT complete this form unless:   

•  Damage to all vehicles and-or property is greater than $1000  

According to this report that was the case.  It continues - 

•  There is personal injury to any party, or 

I am aware of that.   

•  Property damaged and owner not advised, or 

•  The crash is a Hit and Run crash.  

According to this road traffic report, it was a hit-and-run crash involving a truck that missed a car, hit the 
camper-van twice, bent all the framework and hit the gas bottle.  The occupants of the civilian vehicle heard two 
large bangs so they stopped and got out of the car to see what they had hit.  The driver of the army truck kept on 
going.  

I expect that in the not too distant future the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services will explain in this Chamber why the other answer was provided.  The people who live and work in that 
area have the right to expect that if an accident occurs involving a military vehicle, their concerns will be taken 
seriously and they can obtain legal compensation that might be due if the Army or military driver is found to be 
at fault.  If, as it is alleged, it was a hit-and-run accident, an investigation should occur into the circumstances of 
the accident.  Four people were in the civilian vehicle and are all lucky to have escaped uninjured.  I hope the 
incident will be followed up.  It is disappointing if the follow-up occurs only as a result of my question today and 
my tabling this document.  I hope that in the future the community’s concerns will be taken more seriously.  I 
seek leave to table the road traffic crash report. 

Leave granted.  [See paper No.1763] 

House adjourned at 6.08 pm 

__________  
 


